What Stakeholders in Southern Oregon Are Saying About the Legislation:

“Talent Irrigation District would like to give our sincere thanks to Senators Merkley, Wyden and
their staff for working diligently to have our Billings Siphon and Eastside Canal Project included
in the bill,” said Mike Winters, President of the Board of Directors. “The project will replace
aging infrastructure and the piping of the open canal will have a profound water savings due to
reducing evaporation and leakage. This will be able to provide more water to our district
patrons and provide water savings that will be directed toward enhancing streamflows in Bear
Creek and ultimately the Rogue River.”

“We are honored to have our allied health training facility project included in this bill’s strategic
investments helping Oregonians build economic resiliency and healthier communities,” said
Rogue Community College President Randy Weber. “We are very grateful to Senators Merkley
and Wyden for prioritizing the education of new healthcare workers in our region through
these building renovation funds. Future graduates from the allied health programs will be vital
to our existing economic development efforts and the growing need for trained healthcare
workers. Families, healthcare organizations and businesses across Southern Oregon will be
strengthened and supported as a result of this commitment.”

“This Interior Appropriations bill provides many important investments for forest research,”
said Dr. Tom Deluca, Dean of the College of Forestry at Oregon State University. “OSU is
particularly appreciative of the efforts of Senators Merkley and Wyden to secure funding for
OSU to purchase and install forest monitoring equipment that supports the start-up of the
Elliott State Research Forest. The Elliott State Research Forest has been established by the State
of Oregon to serve as an enduring, publicly owned, world-class research forest to advance
understanding related to forest health, climate resilience, carbon sequestration, biodiversity,
water quality and quantity, and forest recreation.”

“Oregon now has the second highest rate of youth and adult substance abuse in the country
with average monthly unintentional drug overdose deaths doubling from 2019 to 2021. This bill
will assist us with the important project of establishing southwest Oregon’s first regional
recovery campus to address this urgent healthcare need.” said Dr. Gregory Brigham, CEO of
Adapt Integrated Health Care. “We are very grateful to Senators Merkley and Wyden for
prioritizing the expansion of primary care and behavioral health services offered in rural
Oregon. This project will help to alleviate long waitlists for overburdened residential care
facilities and improve access to supportive housing for adults, adolescents, and families. From
detoxification and stabilization to supportive recovery housing and vocational support, we see
this as a major step forward in providing valuable care to our communities.”

“The City of Grants Pass is particularly grateful to Senators Merkley and Wyden for putting our
Water Treatment Plant Relocation Project forward on this bill. The Water Treatment Plant
Relocation project builds resilience from flood and seismic events, ensuring the residents and
businesses of our community are not without a fundamental life source: water. The funding will
help mitigate recent service fee increases that have the greatest impact on the those in our



community with the fewest financial resources. The funding from this bill will explicitly go to
design and construction preparation activities including much needed geotechnical borings,
pipeline route work and other design related tasks needed to ensure the success of the
project,” said Jason Canady, Public Works Director, City of Grants Pass.

“For nearly 5 decades we have seen the numbers of our vital Salmon and Steelhead releases
drop almost every year from the Cole Rivers Fish Hatchery at Lost Creek Reservoir. The work
our two U.S. Senators Wyden and Merkley are doing to improve these counts are nothing short
of monumental and many of us believe it’s just in time. For me, as one of the Rogue Basin
County Public Officials, it has been terrific working with the Senators staffs. We thank them and
all the stakeholders for helping us take big steps forward in saving our precious fresh-water
fisheries,” said Curry Commissioner Court Boice.

“Senators Merkley and Wyden have once again shown their leadership by funding programs
that protect and restore key habitats for fish and wildlife in Oregon as well as securing vital
investments to restore hatchery infrastructure that supports socially, culturally, and
economically important fisheries in Southern Oregon. The State very much appreciates the
Senators ongoing work and partnership which is helping move the needle for Oregonians,” said
Curt Melcher-Director Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.

“This bill holds many very important investments that directly support the health and wellbeing
of the communities that we work and live in,” said Linda Maxon, CEP of Coast Community
Health Center, a federally qualified health center on the Oregon Coast. “We are incredibly
grateful to Senators Wyden and Merkley for their continued understanding of not only the
direct impact on the health of the community but the economic investment in jobs, small
businesses, and initiatives that make rural communities viable places to live and work. Without
these investments, a significant gap in the quality of life, and our ability to attract professionals
to work in our centers would exist. Our ability to expand will directly enhance capacity to serve
more patients, and reduce unnecessary hospitalizations in our region, while saving lives.”

“Funding from this bill will have an enormous impact on improving access to medical care and
social services for families impacted by substance use disorders in our community,” said Dr.
Kerri Hecox, founder and Medical Director of the Oasis Center in Medford, Oregon. “Drug
overdose deaths doubled in Jackson County from 2020 to 2021, and the median age of death in
2021 was 40 years old. Many of these deaths left children without parents, perpetuating an
intergenerational cycle of trauma. With the funding provided by this bill the Oasis Center will
renovate a space to house a recovery resource center including child watch, a specialized
medical clinic focusing on addiction, and three attached apartments that will be used as
emergency housing for pregnant women struggling with addiction. We are deeply grateful to
Senators Merkley and Wyden for recognizing and responding to the crisis of drug addiction in
our community.”
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